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Israel on verge of total shutdown; 337 infected 


Israelis told to stay home as Health Ministry instructs people to go out only for medical aid or to buy food, 
medications; Netanyahu announces ‘drastic expansion’ of digital tracking to find people exposed to virus 


| Noa Landau | Landau 


Quiet, we’re 
sanitizing 


Haaretz 


The number of coronavi- 
rus cases in Israel rose to 
337 on Tuesday, an increase 
of 39 cases. 

Also Tuesday, new re- 
strictions published by the 
Health Ministry instructed 
Israelis not to leave their 
homes except for absolute 
necessities such as seeking 
medical care, buying gro- 
ceries and medicines, or, for 
those in essential jobs, going 
to work. 

Under the instructions, 
people in Israel are not sup- 
posed to leave the house for 
any sort of leisure activity, 
including going to parks, 
playgrounds, beaches, mu- 
seums and other public 
spaces. 

Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu announced 
further measures to contain 
the coronavirus outbreak in 
Israel, including a “dras- 
tic expansion” of tracking 
and geolocation of people 
who may have been in close 
contact with confirmed pa- 
tients. These people will be 
asked to go into a 14-day 
quarantine, “and we will 
enforce that uncompromis- 
ingly,” the prime minister 
said. 

Meanwhile, Magen David 
Adom emergency medical 
services said that start- 
ing Wednesday in Tel Aviv, 
coronavirus tests will be ad- 
ministered at drive-through 
facilities that will stay open 
24/7. 

Over the next five days 
more facilities will be added 
in Jerusalem, Haifa, Petah 
Tikva, Rishon Letzion and 
Be’er Sheva, MDA said. 

This is part of a nation- 


Tel Aviv’s Great Synagogue undergoing sterilization on Tuesday. 


wide expansion of testing, 
in which thousands of test 
samples will be processed 
daily, MDA said. 

The drive-through test- 
ing centers will be set up 
in large outdoor areas such 
as stadium parking lots and 
be staffed by paramedics, 


TA. 


police and security guards. 
People who cannot get to 
testing stations by car can 
get at-home testing by Ma- 
gen David Adom paramed- 
ics, MDA said. 

The Health Ministry said 
that of the 337 people in Is- 
rael who’ve come down with 


coronavirus, five are in seri- 
ous condition, 11 have recov- 
ered and the vast majority 
of the others are only mildly 
affected. 

In the West Bank, two 
more Palestinians tested 
positive for corona on Tues- 
day, bringing the total there 


to 41. In addition, the Pales- 
tinian Health Ministry said 
it retested 37 people who 
contracted the virus, with 
20 of them showing signs of 
recovery. 

In Germany, Israeli am- 
bassador Jeremy Issacha- 
roff has tested positive to 
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coronavirus. He is reported 
to be in good condition and 
has entered home quaran- 
tine. 

The new Health Ministry 
instructions permit people 
to leave the house for a 
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Gov’t authorizes Shin Bet, police to track virus patients 


Women taking a selfie in Jerusalem. 


Noa Landau 


In the early hours of 
Tuesday, the government 
unanimously passed new 
emergency regulations for 
tracking the cellphones of 
coronavirus patients and 
those suspected of being in- 
fected, bypassing the Knes- 
set in the process. 

Ministers authorized 
the end-around despite the 


Justice Ministry’s commit- 
ment to have it go through 
the Knesset, which did not 
have time to deliberate the 
regulations. 

The new rules allow the 
Shin Bet security service 
and Israel Police to track 
the cellphones of individu- 
als who tested positive for 
the virus, and those who are 
suspected of having caught 
the disease. 


On Saturday, following 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s announcement 
that these means will be 
implemented, the Shin Bet 
security service said the 
tracking technology would 
not be used to enforce quar- 
antine. 

Haaretz has learned that 
before the cabinet circum- 
vented the Knesset, legal 
advisers to the Foreign Af- 


fairs and Defense Commit- 
tee submitted a long list of 
comments and questions 
about the proposal. The 
government ignored these 
concerns and approved the 
law over the objections of 
the subcommittee for secret 
services. 

Among other concerns, 
the advisers asked for clari- 
fication on how data would 
be collected and stored, 


At 1:30 A.M. Tuesday, in 
alightning move carried out 
by phone, the cabinet of the 
transitional government ap- 
proved the most draconian 
regulations in Israeli history 
for the mass-scale tracking 
of the movements of law- 
abiding citizens, by means 
that until now were reserved 
primarily for policing the 
population on the other side 
of the Green Line. 

The Netanyahu govern- 
ment, which officially lost 
its political mandate but is 
nevertheless amassing for 
itself broad authority in the 
shadow of the COVID-19 
pandemic, decided to throw 


off entirely the mechanisms 
of parliamentary oversight 
that still remained - i.e., 
the Knesset Foreign Affairs 
and Defense Committee -— 
and allow the gathering of 
coronavirus patients’ per- 
sonal data. 

It was done after the 
committee chairman, MK 
Gabi Ashkenazi of Kahol 
Lavan, dared forgo the 
prestigious role of rubber 
stamp and instead demand- 
ed that at the very least, a 
proper discussion of the 
issue be held prior to the 
regulations’ approval. 
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A partial closure and 
test of democracy 


The decision has been 
in the air for days. Though 
Finance Ministry officials 
waged a rearguard action 
against it, their effort was 
doomed to fail. 

Tuesday afternoon, the 
government decided to im- 
pose a partial closure on 
Israel. And in the ensuing 
hours, the streets did emp- 
ty, in stark contrast to Mon- 
day’s mass visits to parks 


what technological means 
would be employed, whether 
the data will be used for en- 
forcement purposes, when 
data would be erased, and 
urged different regulations 
for data collection regard- 
ing confirmed coronavirus 
patients and those who had 
only been in contact with 
them. 

The advisers stressed 
that public health is not part 


and playgrounds. 

As with most decisions in 
the corona crisis, the latest 
step represents a compro- 
mise mandated by bureau- 
cratic differences of opinion. 
The Health Ministry dictated 
an additional list of harsh de- 
crees: Leave the house only 
for essential matters, don’t 
go to parks or playgrounds, 
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of the Shin Bet’s responsi- 
bilities and the introduc- 
tion for the new regulation 
should more clearly explain 
the justification for such an 
unusual move. 

Published in the predawn 
hours in the state legislative 
records, despite the initial 
intention to keep them se- 
cret, the regulations stated 
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Gesher’s Levi-Abekasis asks to 
split from Labor-Meretz alliance 


Jonathan Lis 


Israeli legislator Orli 
Levi-Abekasis submitted a 
request on Tuesday to the 
Knesset speaker to break 
away from the Labor-Gesh- 
er-Meretz alliance and serve 
as a representative of her 
own splinter party, Gesher. 

Levi-Abekasis is break- 
ing up her partnership with 
the left-wing parties in the 
wake of negotiations for a 
center-left minority gov- 
ernment that is supported 
by the Arab Joint List party. 

If the Knesset House 


Committee grants her 
request, Levi-Abekasis’ 
Gesher party would be the 
smallest in Israel’s parlia- 
ment, with only one mem- 
ber. The left-wing alliance 
has not barred the break- 
away, meaning Levi-Abeka- 
sis would not face the same 
sanctions she did when she 
broke away from Avigdor 
Lieberman’s Yisrael Beit- 
einu party a year ago. 

She wrote on Facebook 
that she would not support 
any government “supported 
by the voters of Balad and 
the Joint List.” 


“T don’t regard myself 
as committed any longer 
to the partnership with 
Meretz, which was forced 
upon [Labor leader] Amir 
Peretz and myself by pres- 
sure applied by many fac- 
tors headed by Kahol La- 
van,” the post said. 

In consultations held Sun- 
day with President Reuven 
Rivlin, Levi-Abekasis did 
not join Labor and Meretz 
in recommending the presi- 
dent tap Gantz to form a 
new government. She did 
not recommend anyone for 
the role of prime minister. 


Knesset sworn in but paralyzed 
due to corona and political spat 


Jonathan Lis 


Though the 23rd Knesset 
was sworn in Monday, in 40 
batches of three lawmakers 
at a time, a combination of 
political wrangling and the 
coronavirus epidemic has 
left it paralyzed and so far 
unable to function. 

Members have yet to be 
appointed to Knesset com- 
mittees, including crucial 
ones like the special com- 
mittee on the handling of the 


coronavirus outbreak, the 
Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee and the 
Knesset Finance Committee. 

No legal arrangement 
has been found to allow the 
Knesset to hold a vote while 
complying with the Health 
Ministry directive prohibit- 
ing gatherings of more than 
10 people. 

The arrangements com- 
mittee, a key vehicle for 
Knesset activity between an 
election and the formation 


of a new government, has 
yet to be established due to 
disputes between the right- 
wing and center-left blocs. 
Kahol Lavan, whose 
chairman, Benny Gantz, 
was tasked with forming a 
government on Monday, cast 
blame Tuesday on Knesset 
Speaker Yuli Edelstein. The 
party claims that Edelstein, 
egged on by Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, had 
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Don’t hope 
for unity 


Gantz, Bibi are 
unlikely to be 
partnering soon 
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The Sanders 
paradox 


Why liberals aren’t 
ready for a Jewish 
president 


haaretz.com 


Can I walk my dog or host family? 
What the new restrictions mean 


Allison Kaplan Sommer 


In a sudden move, Israel 
drastically intensified its 
regulations limiting move- 
ment on Tuesday, essentially 
confining Israelis to their 
homes. 

The new directives is- 
sued by the Health Minis- 
try prohibit Israelis from 
leaving their homes unless 
it is in order to obtain “vital 
needs and services” - pur- 
chasing food, home supplies 
and medication they are not 
able to have delivered, or 
seek urgent medical atten- 
tion. 

The elderly and people 
with chronic conditions and 
weakened immune systems 
were urged not to leave their 
homes for any reason what- 
soever, and were told to rely 
on delivery services, friends 
and family members to 
bring them what they need. 

All leisure activity out- 
side the home, with very few 
exceptions, is strictly for- 
bidden. The directives spe- 
cifically cited public parks, 
beaches and shopping malls 
as being off-limits. 

Starting Thursday, the 
police announced, they will 
begin to enforce the re- 
strictions, imposing fines 
on those who violate regula- 


A firefighter sterilizing a playground in Modi’in Tuesday. 


tions they say have proven 
effective in other parts of 
the world. A police state- 
ment said that fines for vio- 
lating the regulations will 
be steep, but the policy “will 
save lives.” 

All stores except for gro- 
cery stores and pharmacies 
were ordered closed. 

Here is a Q&A on the new 
guidelines, followed by the 
full official orders: 


Can I walk my dog? Or 
just go for a walk? 

Yes, if you do so alone 
for up to 10 minutes and 
stay at least 2 meters (6.5 
feet) away from anyone you 
may encounter. If you live 
in an apartment building, 
you should take the elevator 
alone. 

Can my children go out- 
side? 

Yes, you can take your 
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kids outside as a family, but 
must keep a distance from 
other people. 

Can a group of friends 
exercise outside together? 

Up to five people can go 
out for a sports activity as 
long as they remain 2 me- 
ters away from one another, 
according to the ministry’s 
regulations. 
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